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was thumping wildly in nry chest. It actually made it a

bit hard to hear hirn for stretches of time. To my right,
my husband, Sam, is slumped in his chair, a glassv look
in his eyes. Sam was the one rvho hired Frisch. He's your

best chancc, Abby,he told me.

So if Frisch can't help me, that means I have no
chance.

"It's all circumstantial evidence," I say, even though I'm
not certain that's the case or even exactly lvhat circum-
stantial evidence is. But I know one thing: "I didnt do it."

Frisch lets out an extended sigh and folds his arms

across his chest. "You have to understand that if this goes

to court, you're going to be convicled."
"fthis goes to court?"
"I'd recommend a plea bargain," he says. "'When

they arrest 1zos-"
I imagine the police showing up at my door, snap-

ping metal cufls on nry wrists. Reading me n1y rights.
You haue the right to remain silent. Is that something they
really say in real life? I don't want to find out.

"f they arrest me," I correct him.
Frisch gives me a look like I'm out of my mind. He 's

been a criminal attorney for nearly thirty years. One of
the best. You can tell how successful he is by the learher
sofa pushed up against the wall and the mahogany desk

where he's got a photo of himself shaking the hand of
Barack Obama. I've got money, but the length of a full
trial might bleed us dry.

"Second-degree murder is fifteen years to 1ife,"

Frisch says. "-W'hereas for murder one, you could get life
without possibility ofparole. Ifyou plea down to murder
11vs-"

"Fifteen vears!" I cry.

I don'r warlr to go to jail for tlire :r
lifetime. I don't wanr to go to jail for c.r-.
vears is unthinkable. I can't lvrap nn, r.
can't make a plea bargain th:rt r,vi11 qr,r:r...

vears of prison. I can't.

I look over at Sarn, hoping fbr an .,.
expression on his face. Instead. he :tr,_
look on his face. He's staring at the u-i-,
and even though l'm trving to catch L:
look at me.

Does he think I did it?
Does my orvn husband really beher; I

He knor,vs nre better than anyone el.e
if he believes I'm guilry, rvhat chance :-
jr-rry?

But I'rnnot guilry. I didn't do it. I rhj:
Did I?
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CHAPTER 1

ONE YEAR EARLIER

f, t this moment in time, my life is just about perGct.
,t A couple of years ago, I couldn't have said that.

A couple of years ago, I would have rather slit my wrists
than stood up in front of a room fu11 of executives from
Cuddles, "the new name in diapers," and presented them
with a new ad campaign filled with dozens of pictures
of cherubic babies with halos on their heads and the
tagline: "Because your little angel is worth it." I rvould
have done the presentation, of course, but the smile on
my face wouldn't have been genuine, the way it is today.

But right now, everything is exactly the way I want
it to be.'We11, not exactly, but very close. I have the job
I always wanted. I'm married to a wonder{ul man. And
in a Gw short weeks (depending on the whims of the
labor gods), I'm going to become a mother for the very
first time.

You might say I have a glow about me.
"This new campaign," I say as I gesture at the

projected image on the screen, "lus
propel Cuddles into the same leaquc
Pampers."

I turn mv gaze to Jed Cofield. rir.
marketinq at Cuddles. Jed is in his tb:
chestnut hair, penetrating dark er-es.

Hugo Boss. Even though he rvears ir qor.
hand, in the tr,vo ),ears I've r,vorked s r:,
stands a bit closer than he needs to u h:r
enough that I can accuratelv identih r-,

last meal. Even now-even w.ith nr\- r:l
erhood-I notice his ey,es traveJing dc,-,.

rnv body.

Back before I rvas promoted to 1ni.

as director of content stratesv at Steu ..:
learned a lot about horv to appear cor,
tact is kev. So I lock eyes w,ithJed, srrars;
and thror,v my shoulders back.

I have every reason to be confiden:, i
paign is fantastic. I r,vorked urv burt .-:-
that.

"How did this campaign perfornr ,.

fir,e to thirty-four female demogr:rp}.ui:
It'.s an excellent question. In rh.

trventy-five to thirty-four fernales r:.
demographic, as far as Cuddles is cor.iccr.
r.ear-old nren buv diapers for babres.
cornpelling our comrlercials are. Ot ;
or,rt of this ke1. delrographic, vet I'r,e :
nervborn diapers stufTed in the closel. :
point that out.

Denise Holt, the chief marketins c -
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boss, opens her mouth to answer the question. Three
years ago, I might have 1et her. But part of being con-
fident is not letting your boss answer questions for you.

"They love the campaign, Jed," I say before Denise

can get a word out. I click on a button on my remote,

bringing up a screen of data. "After viewing our cam-

paign, they were 53 percent more like1y to choose

Cuddles over the other leading brands." I watch his eye-

brows raise and add, "And in addition to your original
target group, this campaign also resonated deeply r,vith

women aged thirty-five to forty-four. As you knoq
older mothers contribute at least 30 percent to the

diap er-purchasing market."
Cofield nods, impressed. "Very true."
I make eye contact with him agafir. "-We're going to

crush it."
Cofield is snriling now, but Denise isn't. I've known

Denise Holt for a long time, and I know she doesn't

enjoy being upstaged. Denise was the one who hired
rrle way back when-over a decade ago now. I still
remember stumbling into her office and being terrified
by her ice-blue eyes and blond hair swept back into a

perfect French knot. I fiddled with my suit jacket col1ar

as I fumbled through my rehearsed list of reasons why I
wanted to work for Stewart Advertising and specifically
for the infamous Denise Holt.

She hired me. Then she taught me everything I
know, including how to tie my jet-black hair in a French
knot, which is apparently called a, chignon. ('Who knew?)
It wasn't until she found out I was trying for a baby that
our relationship deteriorated.

"They love it, huh?" Cofield says.

I nod. "They do."
His srnile broadens. "-Well. So .-lc,

bri1liant."

Outwardly, I remain calm, br.rr r

cartrvheels. The VP of Cuddlcs lt)uc_; it.

He says irt brilliant/
I can't help but flash a triumpha:r:

rvho has been nothing but negarir-e .
time I've been r,vorking on this canp.r-
yesterday. she rv.rs urging lne ro po\r:-
because "it's not nearly ready." When I
forward, she accused me of having "L.r:

Denise lras chosen to rernein fi.c.. r:-

gations. When I started out as her rs.-
into nre time and again that nothinc -

faster than popping out a couple of :
car-eer ltleans everything to her, and ii---

successful. Back then, I thought 1lr\ r_:f:

thing to rne. Then Sam came along ::.
otherwise.

I have no regrets. Everythine is .

fbctly for me.

"Tell me, Abby." Cofield raises 1-ir.

"'Willyou be purchasing Cuddies for .,

"Of course," I lie. "I want the be::'
Yeah, there's no way I'm puttrns : -

pers on my own child.
'We iron out a few more details. rl:.

around. Jed Cofield rvinks at ule s he :--

squeeze his fingers firmly in the u-.n L
me years ago. His warm fingers linqer ..:
longer than necessary. Cofield has l.e:-



I

uEJ 1sa33rq dru uaaq stq plegoC d-rtssa:eu urqt ra8uol

l€eq r JoJ eurur uo -re8uq sraSug ruJEA\ srpl 'o8e srraL aru

pa]f,nrlsu osrueq dr,tt aql ur dpug sra8ug srq ezeenbs

I pue 'e)Terls a,^. ueq,^& eur tE s>lurl\ plegof paf 'puno-lr

T[€ sPurq e>ltrls ueql 'spt]ap erour,&\aJ E ]no uorl elf,\
'p1ql u.&\o -(ru uo s.rad

-e1p .$poqs asor{t SurDnd ru,1 de.u ou qarerlt 'q€e1

,,'lseq eql lut.la L, 'eII I ,,'esJnof JO,,
,,adq€q;nod rog salppn3 Surseq:rnd aq nod pl6,,

'our tE s,tto-rqada sq sesrcr plJgof ,,dqqv 'eur 11ea,,
'eru ro1 Lpoe3

-.rad lno 8urryo,u sr Surgldre.tE 'slar8er ou a^Er{ I
'esL&\leqlo

eru pefurluol pue Suop erur: ruES uer{J 'eru o1 Surql

-Lre,ta luteru reer€r ftu lq8noqt I 'ueql >lleg 'lnJsseilns

dlaue.rlxe ueoq s.eqs pue 'req ol Surqldrale suteru JOa.rBf

Easruac "strr 8n; ;o aldnoc r 1no Surddod ueql ratst3

JaeJBl € pa>lfer^\ Surqlou 1tql ure8e put erurl eru olul
pelllrp eqs 'luelsrssr rerl se lno Petmls I uar{,4a. 'suoEe8

-rlqo IEuJeltIII ruo{ eeg urBureJ 01 uesor{f s€q esruec

(.'urEJq er{l uo ,(grg,, 3ur,Lrq3o eru pesnlfr eqs 'p;r,uJo3
Suro8 uo pelsrsur I uJrlly\,,dptar d1-rreu Jou s.Jr,, esnr:ag
Surlaaru srql auoClsod ol eu Sur8rn sE,\\ eqs drp;elsed

se dpua:e: sy 'u8redrutf, snil uo 8urryo,Lr. ueeg eA(I Jrurl
arrlue aql Surrnp e,rrlr8au 1nq Surqtou uaeq srrl orl.&\

'esrueq tE elrus lueqdrunr.rl E r{srg rnq dleq l,uef I
i tuEITIIrq s,! slns ag

ill se^ol aH 'aaP! ,{ru sanol salppnc J-o al a{J 'sleaq.r\uel

Surop ru,1 'eptsur lnq 6tultf urtureJ 1 d1p;r.urng

(('lut{lrJq
s,U 'il e^ol I 'I op os 'lle,4N,, 'suapeorq elrus srl{

,,'op deqa,, 'pou I

I

s{rs p1er1o1 .-- " -

'P:l:,: .--:-:

lrql Lqrq r ro3 Surd-r1 sr-\\ J lr',, -- .' ., l
(;-tteu1 oq,40 'uorth'u1 E p:r-r-- - ... -

l-:'-'i :'-':

,{.1p:gr:eds prrr Frrrsl,l: :',.L -r, ..r-\
I {q \\ suo\P:-r _l\) j.r' :' : - .'

rrlloJlrl.rrt':ti'. ... .-'
I o]ur rl .]'.: :-:-. .'

PJI.ll.l.l)l :.r: - -' .

ilH( J \\..: :' "
PJ-IIq Oq \\ :!ra' : - .. I , -

I.u(.roP )LI. \\ .r...,
u.\\ouI )\.J l.r;.r:...-.-_ -

ol Suro8 e-r.ry\.. 'rrrri: ii-:-,- -.- - -

,.'Jr1-u -\.1a \. ---:. . :_

erll ol ltre:red []g ts,J:r ,'. ., - -, ,

inoul noL sy ',rno-1--u.r,t- .I r _- 
'

q:r,m .(1d.r.rp pJluuo\r.r ,,.., '..:
pur8uo rno.,( ot uoErppr lrr : - - - -

-a.r(e srq L[r]E,\\ I ,.'spuErq o'itrp-.: ... , _ ]

JSooLlJ ot .(1o>1r1 :Jorrr lrr.- -.-.r ._ 
:

-urEf -rno 8ur,uer,r reUV,. rlrp ,: ..::_
'eloLLral dru uo uollnq E uo _-JtrT-- : _ -

csluec eroJeq des 1.'paf 'uErr.I..l., - .' _

'nol. .ro3 suons:nb -rJ.\\suu s\oJ .r ' :
-uor Suraq;o rred lng '-rrq lri :...,. -

ea,rrlf 'uorlsanb Jql JeA\sr.rE ol ul'.-. - 
-,-.



since I started working on the Cuddles campaign, so I
won't begrudge him a handshake that lasts a second or
two longer than I'd like.

But if he thinks he's getting anything more out of
me, het sorely mistaken.

"Congratulations," he tells me.

I'm not sure if he's referring to my successful pitch
or irnpending motherhood, but I simply snrile and say,

"Thank you."
As Cofield and his associates clear out of the room,

Denise and I are left alone. There was a time when I
got a thrill out of any chance to be alone with my role

modei, but these days, I avoid it like the plague. Given
how well everything went in the presentation, it would
be appropriate for Denise to say something positive or
even complimentary, but there's a sour look on her face

that tells me I will not be receiving any praise today.

"I've been rleaning to speak with you, Abigail," she

says.

Denise is the only person at work who calls me
"Abigail" rather than "Abby." I used to like it: the
name made me sound like an executive, rather than
a girl at the playground r.vith freckles and pigtails. (I
used to have freckles and pigtails.) I tried to get every-
one at work to call me Abigail for a while, but it didn't
stick. Now the sound of that nane on her lips makes

my skin crawl.
"-W'hat about?" I ask. I plaster on that fake smile I now

use lvhen I talk to my boss, although it gets harder every
day. One day, I will be speaking to Denise and simply
won't be able to snrile. It will be physically impossible.

Denise eyes my outfit. My suit jacket and skirt are

from Armani. In the month I made :
came to me rvith the credit card srr:,
rified look on his face. "someone src.

right?" he said. "'We didn't adtrnll' :

right?"
I had to tell him that yes, u-e di;

spend that much on a single outirr. .r:

Sam claims his suits from Men's \\e.,:.
tical to anything he'd get at Antranr
wrong. Maybe there's no ditlerence i;
which is all that matters to him-L,i::
r,vorth their salt can tell an expensivc

knockofT. And the executives I prrcl:
one who dresses well. In that sense. ::

themselves.

Another lesson I learned fronr I);:
"How are vou doing?" she asks.

"Good," I say cautiously, becau.c _,:.

itive th:rn thar is a cue for Dcnise ro : .

"'Wonderful, r,vonder{u1." Den,..
manicured finger against her chrn. ' .
long you're planning to take for r-orir _.

rl,eeks? "
A muscle trvitches in nr1, jas. "I.. .
"Tr,velve r,veeks?" Denise's eve, .

nent, despite the fact that we'r-e hic :

sation nearly a dozen tiures. "That lc,: -

The muscle nvitches again. I }-rar :

earlier this year following a particuLr:--
u.ith Denise. I can't let her get to 1li

"Tlvelve rveeks is allowed as f.rnr-'
"I realize that." Denise's ice-blu.. .
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"But that doesn't mean yoLL mLtst take twelve rveeks, does

it? It seems like an awfully long time. Your clients will
be disappointed."

"I can do some of my work from home during the

last month," I say. That's a compromise we've worked
out. "Everyone is going to take on some of my work-
load. And ofcourse, my assistant, Monica, will be around
to help out."

" Monica will be around to help," she repeats in a vaguely

mocking tone. She blinks a few times. "'Well then, per-
haps we should gle Monica your position?"

If I slugged her in the face, I'd get fired. I have to
remind myself of that. Again and again.

"I'm just kidding," Denise says, even though she's

not smiling. "Of course, you are entitled to your
twelve weeks, Abigail. I was jr-rst hoping you might
reconsider."

I lvill not reconsider. I love nry career, but I have

thought long and hard about nry priorities. I will not
rush back to work. I don't care if Denise hates me
because of it. And let's face it-she wouldn't hate me
an)r less if I took four weeks.

"Anyway." Denise pats her flawless chignon, which
makes my hand go automatically to my or.vn French
knot. I feel a strand has come 1oose, and I quickly tuck
it behind my ear. Denise must use a bottle of hair spray

each day to keep hers intact, but it doesn't appear that
r,r.ay. F{er hair looks silky and perfect. "I believe Shelley
has planned some sort of...party for you in the break
rOOll1.,,

I'm well aware that my best friend Shelley has sched-
uled a baby shower for me to follow this meeting. She

rvould have preferred to surprise nre. i-

schedule, that was impossible. It's suc.
fifteen minutes, I'li definitely har-e rr. :

and slip arvay. My afternoon is pack.:
get home till eight or nine tonight.

"l'm afraid I r,von't be able to 1ll-r.,

me, rvhich is no surprise. She's nr:rcie r -

that she does not approve of et-ertrs ,-

onei tinre" such as babv shorvers. ''B ---

you clear ar,vay all the trash fron rhe :
done."

I bite nry tongue to keep fi-out :.:
I anr no longer her assistant, and .h:
clean up garbaue anymore. But I kec:
because I'm happy: I've impresseci rh.
and I'm about ro go to a babv shou.:
hdb), shoutcr. For me.

In the tinre I have r.r,orked at Sie.,. ,

harre nrade an appearance at rouqhl,,' _-

shorvers. Oka,v, that could be a shqh: .

possible I've onlv been to one nul_- -

Maybe three-quarters of a million. ,

than half a million.
But now, for the first tirne. rhr ,

Not for Elsa in receprion, rvho hls h..--.

children in her tinre rvolkins her: l
rvho has had a nlore respectable 1.,.,-

{or rue . The fineer sandrviches rhar ,,. 
-

corner rvill have been brought in r;r -

ents stacked neatlv in the cornef oirit.
rric. The first piece of chocolate haz_
handed to nte.
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There's only one thing different about this baby

shower from all other baby showers thrown for the other
wornen m my company:

I'm not pregnant.

0HAPTER 2

fl cre's vour bortle. Abbr:"
I I Shelley is rhrusting .r babr 1.,.::..
It\ filled rvith... 'Well, 

it's not milk. S::
colored. "Wc)'e going to start irr ;rn,,r:--

I hold up the bortle to the lighr. "r,t
"Apple juice," Shelley sa1,s, br_rr :-

s-hich nrakes me worry.
"I'm not drinking whiskey at s-o:..

rt her.

fi s dppte Jutce.

We've played this game...rrell. .,: .

lion times. Everyone gets a bottie of ,--_-

chug it through the nippies. Whoer er _-:

u'inner. It's just one of several inane 1..::.
\\'e've devised and perfected over rhe -,-..

Back r,vhen I first started s-or.ii,-.
thought the games were a real hoot. Sor: -:
rrrr rhird and tenrlr negrtive prcqnJn... :_
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